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G ale was born in New Jersey in 1947 to George and Eileen Kentera. Growing up

in a newspaper family, she lived in many areas surrounding the metro D.C.
area. After graduating from Radford College, she went to work on Capitol Hill where

she met and married Gerry Waldron. With their daughter Sarah, they settled in

Loudoun County in 1985. Her love for creative and interesting people, the area’s
beauty and the art community compelled her to spend the rest of life here.

It is here where she found her calling. For more than two decades, Gale committed herself to
celebrating, supporting, and growing the arts in Loudoun County. From launching her own

magazine - Loudoun Art in 1997 - to founding and nurturing Gallery 222 and the Loudoun
Academy of the Arts Foundation.

She served on the Arts Advisory Committee of Loudoun County and on the Balch Library Mural

Committee for two years in its mission to complete a public art project (2002). She also was on
the Board of the Aurora Theatre Group and the Town of Leesburg’s Public Art commission.

As past President of the Loudoun Arts Council, she revamped the organization’s branding and

messaging to encompass a member newsletter, logo and website. Also in this role, she directed the
2003, 2005 and 2007 Designer Showhouses, fundraising events for the Arts Council, as well as

increased its membership to more than 400.

She volunteered her time with many arts organizations and events, including the annual Four
Seasons of Oatlands Art Show and Sale, the town of Leesburg’s Fall Into the Arts Festival, the

Loudoun Chamber of Commerce on Horsing Around Event. Gale also served on the Western
Loudoun Studio Artists Tour and on the Loudoun County Art Advisory Board.

She was a forerunner to the founding of the Leesburg Public Art commission, having proposed a
mural project (2007?) for the downtown district. While this proposal was not granted, it served as
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a catalyst in establishing guidelines for public art projects. Now, 10 years later, the Public Art
Commission has made great strides in bringing art to public spaces for all to enjoy.

She also served as secretary to the Lincoln Community League and was one of the founders of
the town’s 4th of July Parade, a non-motorized celebration.

In 2002, along with Sarah Huntington, Gale co-authored a book entitled In Their Own Words, a
collection of vignettes from 32 notable Loudoun personalities.

She leaves a hole in the hearts of her husband of 46 years, Gerry Waldron, beautiful daughter,

Sarah Waldron of Belfast, ME, and loving sister, Jean Hendrickson of Chapel Hill, NC, along with
friends far and wide whom she loved.

An event to celebrate her life with family and friends will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks donations be made in Gale’s name to Blue Ridge Hospice, 333 Cork St., Suite 405,
Winchester, VA 22601 or https://brhospice.org/giving/donate-now/.
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CF Connie Fletcher posted:

Words cannot express the heartbreak of losing our dear friend, Gale. Was there ever a time that Gale

did not have a smile on her face, with her bubbly voice, laughing with friends -- I can see her so

clearly and this is how we will always remember her. My time spent with Gale working together as

co-chairs for the 2005 Designer Showhouse was when she and I bonded, and it cemented a

friendship forever. Even after we moved away, she remained in my heart and soul. Because that is

what Gale gave to one fortunate enough to be called a friend -- and she had so many -- a piece of

herself. We will hold dear what she left behind -- a beautiful memory of a life well lived, but much too

short.God bless Jerry, Sarah and Jean with our Deepest and Most Sincere Sympathy,Connie and

Tom FletcherSouthern Pines NC

January 12 at 1:37 PM

CF Connie Fletcher lit a candle in honor of Gale.

January 12 at 1:07 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gale by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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